The volatile components from the leaves of Erechtites valerianaefolia (Wolf) DC. were obtained by hydrodistillation and analyzed by GC/MS. A total of 12 compounds, representing 99.8% of the oil, were identified. The dominant compounds were limonene (56.7%), myrcene (12.7%), trans-β-farnesene (10.2%) and 1-phellandrene (8.7%).
The chemical composition of the volatile oil of E. hieracifolia, collected in Ceara, Brazil, was reported to contain α-phellandrene (41.3%), p-cymene (22.2%), cis-ascaridol (10.2%) and E-caryophyllene (7.4%), comprising 81.1% of the essential oil [3] . Later, Lorenzo et al studied the essential oil obtained from fresh leaves of E. hieracifolia collected in Chapare Province, Bolivia, and found that the most abundant compounds of the volatile fraction were α-pinene (48%), (E)-β-ocimene (13.9%), myrcene (13.7%) and (E)-caryophyllene (4.1%) [4] . The leaves and flowers of this plant are used in folk medicine as a blood depurative. The roots are also reported to be effective in cardiac disease [5] .
The chemical composition of the oil of E. valerianaefolia was investigated using both GC and GC-MS. The components of the oil examined with their retention indices (RI) and relative percentage concentrations are reported in Table 1 , according to the elution order on an HP-5 column by GC [6, 7] . Twelve components, representing 99.8% of the oil, were identified. The composition of the essential oil was determined by comparison of the mass spectrum of each component with the Wiley GC/MS library data and also from retention index (RI) data [8] .
been deposited at the MERF Herbarium under the number 919. The botanical identification was made by Forest Engineer Juan Carmona, Faculty of Pharmacy and Bioanalysis, University of Los Andes.
Isolation of the volatile oil:
Fresh leaves (1000 g) were cut into small pieces and the volatile fraction isolated by hydrodistillation for 2 h using a Clevenger-trap. The yield of oil was 0.5 mL (v/w).
Gas chromatography and gas chromatography -mass spectrometry:
GC and GC-MS analyses were carried out under the experimental conditions reported earlier [9] . The percentage composition of the oil was calculated by the normalization method from the GC peak areas [10] .
